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• History of APEX Accelerators
• Maine APEX
• Government Contracting
• Benefits & Opportunities for Small 

Businesses
• Challenges for Small Businesses
• Maine APEX Services
• Our Partners

Who we are & What we do
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History of the APEX Accelerator

2023

APEX Accelerators

DoD’s Office of Small 
Business Programs (OSBP) 
began to manage and 
operate PTACs, rebranded 
with a new name.

2024

1985

Procurement Technical 
Assistance Centers (PTACs)

Authorized by Congress to 
expand the number of small 
businesses capable of 
participating in government 
contracts.

2020

The National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA) 
for the FY 2020 ordered the 
PTAP to move to DLA’s 
Under Secretary of Defense 
for Acquisition and 
Sustainment.

More than 90 APEX 
Accelerator programs 
nationwide.

1986

EMDC has 
held the 
PTAC/ 
APEX 
program 
since 1986.
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• A program of Eastern Maine 
Development Corporation 
(EMDC) 

• EMDC provides a variety of 
business and economic 
development programs
• Workforce Assistance
• Business Lending
• Community & Business Services
• Economic Development
• Entrepreneurs & Business Owners

Maine APEX Accelerator
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Maine APEX Accelerator

www.maineapex.com

http://www.maineapex.com
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We assist Maine businesses to 
participate in the government 

marketplace.

APEX Accelerators provide the education and training that all 
businesses need to participate to become capable of 
participating in local, state, and federal government 

contracts.

What does Maine APEX do?
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World’s Largest Buyer!
The U.S. Federal Government 
spends more than $600 billion 

per year.

Goods & Services

Government Marketplace

Federal

State

County

Municipal
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Congress Sets 23% Annual Spending Goal for Small Businesses

Special Opportunities for Small Businesses
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• Acronyms
• Registrations & Certifications
• Procurement Rules/Regulations
• Identifying Opportunities
• Primes vs Subs
• Responding to Solicitations
• Performing on Contracts

Challenges for Small Businesses

Large Companies have
Procurement Departments 

Small Businesses have
Maine APEX!
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Maine APEX Services

We provide our clients with FREE services:

● One-on-one Counseling
● Registration & Application Assistance
● Capability Statements Optimization
● Market Research & Bid Match
● Technical Assistance Responding to 

Solicitations
● Contract Performance & Post-Award 

Support
● Matchmaking & Network Events
● Workshops & Webinars
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• Government Procurement 
Portals

• Vendor Profiles (state & 
federal)

• Socio-economic Certification 
Applications

Registration and Application Assistance
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• Resume for your business
• Marketing tool
• Includes essential 

information to promote 
your business to 
government agencies

Optimizing Capability 
Statements
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We help business owners conduct 
market research using a variety of 
databases to identify potential 
contracting opportunities.

• SAM.gov
• Federal Procurement Data System 
• DLA Internet Bid Board System 
• State of Maine Vendor Self-

Service

Market Research & 
Bid Match

Bid Match
Counselors work with a business to 
create a profile including:
• NAICS codes
• Produce Service Codes
• Keywords
• Geographic areas

Receive daily emails with notifications 
of solicitations that match your 
criteria.
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Bid Match
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• Read solicitations to understand 
project requirements, evaluation 
criteria, submission guidelines, and 
deadlines

• Perform opportunity assessments 
& self-assessments

• Proofread proposals to ensure 
offer is responsive and responsible

Reading and Responding to Solicitations
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• Understand post-award 
debriefings

• Review contract & performance 
specifications

• Understand contract 
modifications

• Submit invoices & receive 
payments

Contract Performance & Post -Award Support
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Is your business:

• A for profit small business operating in Maine?
• An established business with some commercial success?
• A low-risk supplier/vendor to the government?
• A provider of goods or services that could be marketed to agencies?
• Reasonably tech-savvy?
• Willing and able to research the marketplace?
• Capable of investing the time and effort?

Things to Consider
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Network Resource Partners

Network Partners Provide:
• Start-Up Assistance
• Business Planning & Development
• Financing/Accounting 
• Sales/Marketing 
• Technology Assistance
• Employee-Development Training
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Qualifications:

Any business of any service can become DBE 
certified in Maine.

Businesses can only qualify for the Supportive 
Services offered through EMDC when they are 51% 
minority/women-owned, their personal net worth 
doesn’t exceed $1.32 million, and they offer a 
MaineDOT service (environmental consulting, 
construction, engineering, etc.) 

DBE Applications and required documents can be 
found on 
https://www.maine.gov/mdot/civilrights/dbe/

For more information, contact Gabe Rand (DBE 
Support Services Specialist)
grand@emdc.org

EMDC DBE Support Services

The DBESS program helps Maine DBEs grow 
their business and obtain new work with 
MaineDOT
Primary Areas of Support:
• Orientation for new DBEs
• Business Needs Assessment
• Business Development Program
• Individual Business Management Assistance
• Computer, Website and Technical 

Assistance
• Tuition Reimbursement
• Networking Opportunities

https://www.maine.gov/mdot/civilrights/dbe/


Miranda Pelkey
Deputy Director

mpelkey@emdc.org
(207) 356-1643

Morgan Rocheleau
Counselor

mrocheleau@emdc.org
(207) 299-7083

Christopher Paradis
Counselor

CParadis@emdc.org
(207) 951-2498

Dana Delano
Counselor

ddelano@nmdc.org
(207) 521-1713

Jessica Crowley
Counselor

jgreeley@sunrisecounty.org
(207) 620-2273

Meet
Our Team

Preston Thomas
Counselor, Native Businesses

pthomas@fourdirectionsmaine.org
(207) 866-6545 ext.106

Bryan Wallace
Program Director

bwallace@emdc.org
(207) 951-0644

Mandie Umel
APEX Program Asst.

aumel@emdc.org
(207) 974-3249

Marissa Henkel
Counselor

mhenkel@emdc.org
(207) 299-4810

mailto:mpelkey@emdc.org
mailto:mrocheleau@emdc.org
mailto:CParadis@emdc.org
mailto:ddelano@nmdc.org
mailto:jgreeley@sunrisecounty.org
mailto:pthomas@fourdirectionsmaine.org
mailto:bwallace@emdc.org
mailto:aumel@emdc.org
mailto:mpelkey@emdc.org
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Upcoming Webinars & More Information

facebook.com/maineapexac
celerator

twitter.com/maineapex maineapex.com/events

https://www.facebook.com/ptacmaine/
https://twitter.com/maineptac
https://www.maineptac.org/events/
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Questions & Answers
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