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Maine Office of Community Affairs

One-stop-shop to assist municipalities,
Tribal governments and regional planning organizations in
building a more resilient future.

 Foster communications and partnerships between
the State and Maine communities

* Provide coordinated and efficient planning,
technical assistance and financial support

* Better plan for challenges, pursue solutions and
create stronger, more resilient communities
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Programs now in MOCA

State Resilience Floodplain Management Housing Opportunity Maine Coastal
Office Program Program Program
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Codes and Standards Partnership Assistance Program



MOCA Funding Finder & Phone Line
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Maine Community Funding Finder

Search Tool Navigator Tool
Use the Search Tool to quickly filter through the Use the Navigator Tool to discover relevant funding

database of available funding opportunities. opportunities by answering a few guiding questions.

https://www.maine.gov/moca/funding-finder

Simplify the process of navigating state
programs and funding for municipalities

View funding opportunities from state
agencies, federal agencies, and the Efficiency
Maine Trust

Get in Touch!

Email info.moca@maine.gov

MOCA phone line: (207) 287-6622 (MOCA)


https://www.maine.gov/moca/funding-finder
https://www.maine.gov/moca/funding-finder
https://www.maine.gov/moca/funding-finder
https://www.maine.gov/moca/funding-finder
mailto:info.moca@maine.gov

Development Ready Advisory Committee

Mission: To help Maine communities plan for
and achieve sustainable, coordinate
development. We accomplish this b%/ creating
best practices and offering technica
assistance.

* Support sustainable growth and local
priorities.

* Promote collaboration among state,
regional, and municipal partners.

» Advance housing for households of all
income levels.

e Protect natural and historic resources. * Meetings open to the public

* Build local capacity through education and " Visit .the M ? CA web page for updates and
funding support. meeting info
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Housing Opportunity Program

Encourages and supports the development of additional housing units,
particularly housing units for low-and middle-income individuals and
units targeted to community workforce housing needs.

Services

 Technical assistance to municipalities to support housing
development

* Funding to support ordinance development, housing master
planning , and public engagement

 Research and information about opportunities to encourage
housing development

* Collecting data about Maine’s housing production progress




Housing Opportunity Program

Current Initiatives

« MHB Joining MOCA: Updating procedures and policies to
better support manufactured housing communities

 Municipal Housing Data Collection

 Developing Technical Assistance Documents: Housing
development and land use planning

Funding Opportunities

« LD 1829, LD 997, LD 427, LD 2173 Municipal Ordinance
Development Grants: Fund ordinance changes to comply with
housing legislation

* Service Provider Grants/Funding: Municipal land use
planning and housing projects




Offering land use planning technical assistance to Maine
citizens, municipalities, regional planning councils, state
agencies, and the legislature.

Technical Assistance Topics Include

 Data Hub for Regional Planning Efforts
Maine Planning Basics Webinar
Municipal Growth Management
Comprehensive Plan Review

Land Use Ordinance Development
Resilience & Climate Adaptation




Municipal Planning Assistance Program

Current Initiatives

 Growth Management Program (Comp planning) rule
update (LD 1751)

e Subdivision law modification/update (LD 161)

* Financial assistance to Regional Councils

* Service Center update (every 5 years — last in 2023)

Funding Opportunities

 Coastal Community Grants: Projects designed to
improve water quality, restore coastal habitat,
promote sustainable development
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State Resilience Office

Initiatives
Climate Vulnerability Assessment of State-
owned Facilities

Online Risk Data Hub

Programs

, . _ Network of certified flood professionals
Community Resilience Partnership

* Maine Floodplain Management Program across Maine

* Flood Ready Maine initiative .
Flood data and prevention tools

Climate-informed inland flood risk model
Objectives

Infrastructure Resilience Implementation

 Improve access to data about inland and coastal .
flooding, sea level rise, wildfire, extreme heat Committee

* Increase community and regional capacity to
understand vulnerabilities, set priorities, and act
to reduce risk

* Enable community and regional projects that
protect against extreme weather and improve
energy efficiency




Community Resilience Partnership

. = Program Highlights
M « 300 Maine communities participating

c o M M U N ITY e Over $10 million awarded to

communities

RESILIENCE S PARTNERSHIP

Through grants and technical assistance, the
Community Resilience Partnership assists
communities to:

. Reduce carbon emissions,
 Transition to clean energy, and

. Become more resilient to climate i S
change effects such as to extreme s
weather, flooding, rising sea levels, |
public health impacts, and more. « Up to $5.25 million available for
Round 7 Grants
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Community Resilience Partnership

_.\?" / "; Edmundston

Current Initiatives

Resilience Collaborative: Assistance provider network: Quebec
« Regional Resilience Coordinators at each regional council

. Tribal Resilience Coordinators

 Resilience Finance Coordinators who focus on capital
investment planning, municipal/tribal budgeting practices

Funding Opportunities

 Nature-based Design Technical Assistance Program - 30%
preliminary designs for nature-based or hybrid strategies — June 19

« Round 8 Community Action Grants and Naturebased Design TA

are anticipated to open in Winter 2027 CRP Membership

. . . . Direct Partner Community
* Rolling Service Provider Grants support organizations to assist ]

communities with climate action, energy and resilience planning
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FIOOd pla In Ma nageme nt National Flood Insurance

Program (NFIP)
The Maine Floodplain Management Program offers informational
support to a wide array of community stakeholders, while also  The NFIP is a voluntary federal
providing technical assistance and training related to the National program available to local
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). communities administered by FEMA.

» Approximately 98% of Maine
communities participate, with the help
of the Maine Floodplain Management
Program.

Objectives

 Reduce the risk to improved property and loss of
life during flood events.

Example of Pile Foundation, Saco, ME. Image by PA. Slovinsky, 12/2009.

 Reduce the amount of disaster assistance paid
out for flooding events.

» Make flood insurance available to those at risk.

 Require development standards for
building/improving in flood prone areas in order
to break the cycle of having repeat flood damages.
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Floodplain Management
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Current Initiatives

* Administering FEMA’s RISK Map program

* Help communities with floodplain ordinance
development and reviews for federal consistency

* Coordinate FEMA’s effort to remap and digitize the
; State’s Flood Insurance Rate Maps

* Co-chairing the state USACE Silver Jackets
* Outreach to real estate agents and sellers to comply

with a new state law requiring disclosure of flood
risk during certain real estate transactions



Volunteer Maine

A Stronger Maine
through
Volunteerism.

Objectives

Promotes volunteerism throughout Maine and its
communities, while enhancing community
engagement

* Funds AmeriCorps Programs to support LN | s | o
communities to address priority needs through | PE_LR o
a national service model

« Manages the Maine Service Fellows program &
facilitates the Maine Climate Corps Network

 Provides resources and training for volunteer
managers

* Connects Mainers to volunteer opportunities
through ServeMaine.org
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https://www.servemaine.org/

Volunteer Maine

Initiatives

 AmeriCorps Programs: Over 100 AmeriCorps members serving
across the state to address community identified needs

 Maine Service Fellows: Five fellows serving 10 months embedded
in local government and nonprofits

* Maine Climate Corps Network: Maine-based climate-focused
volunteer and service programs

* Volunteer Leadership and Recognition: Suite of programming,
training, support, and Governor’s Awards for Service and

Volunteerism

« SNAP and MaineCare eligibility through volunteerism pathways
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M N AmeriCorps
Managers of Maine National
Volunteers Service Grantees
Organizations Agencies Seeking fo
Seeking to Engage Develop National
Volunteers Service Programs

“‘ Promote service as a strategy.

Provide training and
technical assistance to
volunteer programs & staff.

Make, administer, and
evaluate volunteer
program grants.

How We Serve

: Foster high quality
E volunteer management
practices.




Building Codes and Standards

The Technical Building Codes and Standards Board:

Duties of the board are to adopt and amend the
Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code, identify,
and resolve conflicts of the building code and life
safety codes.

The Code Enforcement Training and Certification
Program has two primary functions:

* Provide a program of professional training to
prepare individuals to work as municipal code
officials; and

 Conduct examinations for state certification in
the areas of land use, shoreland zoning, internal
plumbing, external plumbing, building
standards, and legal issues
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Building Codes and Standards

Current Initiatives:

e Officer exams and training updates in progress

« Two new positions to better support CEOs and the indust |

R A

e Training and Certification Coordinator
e Circuit Rider

* Regional code enforcement pilot project - $1M

structures and how to harmonize them




Maine Coastal Program

Current Priorities

 Planning Assistance for conservation of Working
Waterfronts and restoration of Coastal Ecosystems

* Building capacity in towns, tribes and regional
governments to better manage coastal resources
The Maine Coastal Program - A

* Building replicable training programs for local NI S e

officials . .
working to balance the conservation
 Research and Pilot Projects that advance coastal and development of Maine’s 5300-
science and lead to better management solutions mile shoreline. Established in 1978

and funded by NOAA with State
match.

 Co-managing two large-scale restoration projects
in Downeast and Southern Maine.

 Updating the Maine Coastal Access Guide
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Maine Coastal Program

Selected Initiatives

 Working Waterfront Advisory Council is
addressing the issue of insurance for
private working waterfront facilities

 Another round of Coastal Community

. The Maine Coastal Program - A
and Shore and Harbor grants coming

state, federal, local partnership

soon! (Just completed round was working to balance the conservation
$650,000 to 13 communities) and development of Maine’s 5300-
e Mai C tal Cleanup registration is mile shoreline. Established in 1978
alne Loasta p reg and funded by NOAA with State
open match.

« Planning for a round of coastal
infrastructure grants
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THANK YOU!
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Do you have any questions?

(207) 441-2969
Info.moca@maine.gov
Samantha.Horn@maine.gov
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