
COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING 
HOW TO DOWNLOAD 

THE STATE DATA PACKAGE



STATE DATA PACKAGES
Upon request, the Municipal Planning Assistance Programs provides towns 
with packages of data from certain state agencies to be used in the update to 
the comprehensive plan. Data is released twice a year, in Fall and Spring, 
and posted to the Municipal Planning Assistance Programs webpage below 
upon preparation.

Webpage (press the CTRL key and click the link below) 

https://www.maine.gov/moca/programs/municipal-planning-assistance-
program/comp-plans/data



Upon opening the webpage, you must scroll down to find the link for your town. 



Alternatively, you can while hold down the CTRL key and click the F key and find your town by typing in the name.



Once you find your town, you will click the name to download the data. You will see the data 
downloading at the arrow in the upper right-hand corner of your browser if using Google Chrome.



Once complete, the data will appear in the “downloads” folder in the file explorer, and in 
the upper right-hand corner of your browser, if using Google Chrome. 



Upon opening, you will need to “extract the files” in the folder to access the data for each topic area. To do 
this, you will click the file folder for the town, and then click the “compressed folder tools” tab at the top 
of the file explorer window.



After clicking the “compressed folder tools” tab, you will click “extract all”.



Once you click “extract all”, you will be prompted to choose a location to save your file. To choose a 
location, click “browse”. 



I recommend saving to your desktop or another easily-searchable location. To do so, you will click “select 
folder”.



Once you select a location, click “extract”.



Extracting the file will take a few minutes as there are many data files contained within.



Once the download is complete, you may open the folder at the location in which it was saved. 
The folder will contain subfolders of data by topic area.



Upon clicking on a folder, you 
will see documents for 
respective chapter content. 
Folders will also contain PDF 
files with data links for 
obtaining additional data 
when appropriate.
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